Naughty Lt

NDP MLAs David Shepherd and Trevor Horne

for keeping their expense claims low

Two MLAs are Eeing fruga( with their expenses, and that ﬁffs us with joy. NDP MLA David Sﬁqpﬁercf expensec{
on[y $131.91 in the last two quarters combined. It ﬁeﬁos that Sﬁgpﬁercf says he bikes to work year-mumf Yes,
Ye])resenting the m’d’ing of FEdmonton-Centre, he lives close to work, and Eiéing isn’t a possiﬁi(ity for all Albertans.
But at least he isn’t a ﬁyyoerite on the carbon tax when his government advises Albertans to walk or take the bus.
Sﬁe})ﬁenf not on(y talks the talk, he cycfes the cyc[e. NDP MLA Trevor Horne is maﬁing this season Erigﬁt for
taxpayers too - he exyensecf on[y $45.45 in six months. When it comes to expenses, we'd like all the other MLAs to
fo[[ow these two in merry measure!

Calgary City Council

for freezing property taxes

Ca(gary City Council delivered some much-needed Christmas cheer when councillors unanimous[}/ voted to freeze
_property taxes in 2017. T mtﬁfuf(y, WS @ 15 per cent increase }aaicf Ey cfi}aying into the ﬁsca( staﬁifity ﬁmcf, but afrer
10 years of property taxes increasing at almost three times the rate of inﬂation, this is the kind of freeze that doesn’t
give you a chill in the winter. Councillors can have taxpayers rockin’ around the Christmas tree with a tax cut next
year - which is com}o[ete(y Jaossiﬁfe with some ﬁsca( yruc{ence - and would show some genm’ne Christmas syin’t ina
non-election year.

Wildrose Party Members

for voting to bring back the single-rate income tax

While the tax hikes we're Seeing are frigﬁlfuf, the singfe-mte tax was so cfe[igﬁgfuﬂ Alberta’s sing[e-mte income tax
was a fair, sim};(e and decidedly progressive income tax system that meant lower taxes for ﬁigﬁ and low income
earners alike. It was naugﬁty of the PCs to scrap it, but in late October, Wildrose Q’arty members voted to Bring it
back 1f elected. This }Joficy endorsement was one of the prettiest sigﬁts we've seen — a[ong with the holly on our own
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Alberta MLAs

for rejecting the proposed taxpayer subsidy to political parties

Alberta’s NDP MLAs arose such a clatter from the Canadian T¢ axpayers Federation when tﬁey yrqposeaf taxpayers
pay for their attack ads. But tﬁey have since ﬁung their priorities Ey the cﬁimney with care, rejecting the idea.

For that, tﬁey make the nice [ist - a[ong with the other party MLAs who struck the ﬁar}) and joined’ the chorus,
unanimousfy sfamming the Joroposa[

Alberta Government Ministers

for being carbon tax hypocrites

EBaEy it’s cold outside - but Alberta government ministers haven’t noticed. T ﬁey’re ringing in the New Year with a
multi-billion dollar carbon tax. No visions of sﬁocﬁing bills are cfancing in their heads, since tﬁey’re Eeqoing warm
and cozy inside their [uxury SUVs and trucks courtesy of taxpayers, who pay for the gas too. Premier Cl\fotﬂzy told
taxpayers who are worried about the carbon tax to try wa[ﬁing or taéing the bus - then dashed tﬁrougﬁ the snow in
her Chevrolet Suburban. Brr... these ministerial ﬁyyocn’tes top the naugﬁty [ist this year! Good tﬁing Santa hasn’t
banned coal.

Mayors Naheed Nenshi and Don Iveson

for asking for new tax powers

@espite the hard times faced Ey their residents, Ca@ary ’Mayor Naheed Nenshi and Edmonton ’.Mayor Don Tveson
are ﬁoying to (fig (feeyz) into taxyayers’ wallets, jingﬁ’ng all the way to their slush fumfs. As taxpayers gmpy[e with
the ﬁigﬁest unemy[oyment rate in two decades and _property taxes that have risen for years, these mayors channelled
Ebenezer Scrooge as tﬁey asked for new tax powers ﬁom the province - without giving residents a say in citywic{e
reﬁarena[ums. Meanwhile, gpen(ﬁng in both cities has increased more than twice the rate of inﬂation and yqpu(ation

growtﬁ over the last decade. Bah ?[umﬁug!

The MLA Sparkling Clean Car Club

for expensing endless car washes

Three MLAs gota [ittle too cozy with their taxyayerﬁncfec{ carwashes this year. It’s not reaff_y the spirit of ging
when you're giving to yourseﬁf courtesy of the taxpayer. PC MLA Wayne @rysda[e exyenself 11 car washes in four
months, incfuaﬁ’ng two in two cfays. Wildrose MLA David Hanson exyensed 12 car washes in six months. NDP
MLA Sﬁaye Anderson exyensecf eigﬁt car washes in four months. The elves want to know wﬁy taxpayers pay for
MLAS’ car washes and car cﬂzmiﬁ’ng in the ﬁrst y[ace! This muftfpartisan crew may have the cleanest cars in their
caucuses, but tﬁey can count on coal in their stocéings.

Alberta Finance Minister Joe Ceci

for piling debt onto Alberta kids

Alberta Finance Minister Joe Ceci is Being Jownngﬁt gm’ncﬁy with his debt load. ‘Mayﬁe Alberta kids need to
remind him that Santa is watcﬁing. He’s [ecwing those kids with a massive debt burden because he’s increasing
his government’s syend‘ing. ‘Minister Ceci oversaw nluft[pfez credit afowngmafes this year, delivered c{eficits 50 (arge
he couldn’t even Bring ﬁimseff to say the number and has created cause for concern that he'll show no restraint in

uycoming union negotiations. Mewy Christmas, kids!

Alberta Education Minister David Eggen
for selectively avoiding accountability

WES cﬁi(fy, but that doesn’t make it OK for Alberta Education Minister David fggen to sit on his hands when

it comes to the lack cf accounmﬁifity and affegeaf misuse cf tax dollars at the Alberta School Boards Association
(ASBA). Last year the CT'F revealed $41,000 spent on ASBA smﬁ “parties, gifts and adult Easter g hunts.
Minister Eggen said it seemed “very ina}oynyoriate.” Since then, ASBA staﬁ got pay hikes désyite frustmtion fmm
local school boards, and the ASBA hasn’t demanded transparency from the Alberta teachers’ Eeneﬁt pfan, which
they’re supposed to hold accountable, despite concerns that board members fetted to Hawaii on the taxpayer dime.
Meanwhile, Minister Eggen has Eejot the ASBA oﬁ[ his naugﬁty [ist. Mele Kalikimaka is the tﬁing to say on a
Emgﬁt Hawaiian Christmas c[ay, and coal is the tﬁing we're giving to ‘Minister Eggen.
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