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By DAVID JACKSON Provincial Reporter a8 "
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A broken promise on taxes and an MLA expense scandal have a national government
watchdog thinking the time is right to set up shop in Nova Scotia.
The Canadian Taxpayers Federation, often quoted in media reports on government PLY F )

. . . . . Civilians, sailors see e Week
spending and tax matters, has mailed and emailed Nova Scotians and other Atlantic Day historic fleet review July 4-10
Canadians asking for donations so it can establish a regional office in Halifax.
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A letter from federal director Kevin Gaudet that arrived in mailboxes this week says the resones
organization has had calls in the past to set up an Atlantic Canadian office.
Portland to Yarmouth, NS
"The HST increase and the MLA expense scandal has convinced us that the timing has Experienced Air Charter Service Less
never been better or more urgent," Gaudet says in the letter. than 90 minutes flight time!
www.flycharter.com
The sales tax went up two percentage points on July 1, though Premier Darrell Dexter had Government Land For Sale
said in last year’s election campaign that the NDP wouldn’t raise taxes. Looking for Land for Sale? Search 1000s
of Land Properties.
Federation president Troy Lanigan said in an interview from Victoria that mailing lists were www.LoopNet.com
bought and about 4,000 letters were sent to Nova Scotians. Expense Report Automation
Corporate T & E Software & Services
He said about 1,000 in total went to New Brunswick and Prince Edward Island and a few to Reporting, Payment, Audit, Imaging
Newfoundland and Labrador. www.interplx.com
Ads by Google
The organization, founded in 1990 when two groups in Saskatchewan and Alberta joined
together, is established in other parts of the country. TODAY'S NOVASCOTIA STORIES
i o . X Left hand knows what the right did
The not-for-profit federation bills itself as a citizens group "dedicated to lower taxes, less ) )
waste and accountable government." Lanigan said it's also a non-partisan organization. MacKinnon: ‘Due process" will clear name
Mental health programs get $75,000 boost
He said there aren’t many groups doing the federation’s type of advocacy work. ACROSS NOVA SCOTIA
Annapolis Royal spruces up business
"There’s always a group that says ‘Look at us, we need money,’ but there’s few that are
. , B , . Windsor gearing up for first British Motoring Festival
always saying no, we’ve got to stop that, we’ve got to say no, we've got to start to contain
what we’re spending " he said. Back to NovaScotia Section
Lanigan said a recent example of its work was persuading the Harper government to bring
in legislation eliminating old age security for prisoners, using the example of serial killer
Clifford Olson.
He said the group also helped turn up the heat on MPs to allow auditor general Sheila
Fraser to see their expenses, and it lobbied for the elimination of MPs’ mailouts to people
outside their ridings.
Lanigan said he hopes the office will open in September.
( djackson@herald.ca)
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