
BACKGROUNDER 

Cost of Crime 
 

Law Enforcement Category 2004-05 (Millions) 2008-09 (Millions) % Change 

City of Winnipeg Policing $146.7 $179.0 22.0% 

RCMP in MB* $74.2 $91.2 22.9% 

Provincial Justice** $246.1 $340.1 38.2% 

Legal Aid*** $21.4 $23.4 9.4% 

Federal Jails $39.5 $53.4 35.2% 

Total $527.9 $687.1 30.2% 
* Does not include funding from the Provincial Department of Justice   

** Civil expenditures removed wherever possible     

*** Based on approximate amount of resources spent on criminal matters   

Note: Capital expenditures excluded wherever possible     
 
 

What the Criminal Element Costs Manitobans 
 

  2004-05 2008-09 % Change 

Population of MB (Over age of 14) 940,121 991,064 5.4% 

Per Capita Cost $561.50 $693.30 23.5% 

Per Capita Cost @ Inflation $561.50 $613.76 9.3% 

Manitoba Average Weekly Earnings $641.83  $750.84  17.0% 
 

Conclusion: The average taxpayers’ income is not keeping pace with the cost of crime 
 
 
Sources: 
 
City of Winnipeg Police Budget 2004-05 – http://www.winnipeg.ca/FinEXT/Financial_Statements/2008_Annual_Report.pdf 
City of Winnipeg Police Budget 2008-09 – http://www.winnipeg.ca/FinEXT/Financial_Statements/2008_Annual_Report.pdf 
RCMP Budget Figures – Printed Annual Reports, email explanation 
Provincial Justice 2004-05 – http://www.gov.mb.ca/finance/pdf/annualrep/2004_05/justice.pdf 
Provincial Justice 2008-09 - http://www.gov.mb.ca/finance/pdf/annualrep/2008_09/justice.pdf 
Legal Aid Manitoba 2004-05 - http://www.legalaid.mb.ca/pdf/2005_annual_report.pdf 
Legal Aid Manitoba 2008-09 - http://www.legalaid.mb.ca/pdf/2009_annual_report.pdf 
Federal Jails 2004-05 – http://epe.lac-bac.gc.ca/100/201/301/public_accounts_can/2005/v3pa05-e.pdf 
Federal Jails 2008-09 - http://www.tpsgc-pwgsc.gc.ca/recgen/pdf/51-eng.pdf 
Population of Manitoba – http://www.statcan.gc.ca/pub/91-214-x/2008000/t075-eng.htm 
Inflation figures - http://www40.statcan.gc.ca/l01/cst01/econ09h-eng.htm 
 

http://www.winnipeg.ca/FinEXT/Financial_Statements/2008_Annual_Report.pdf
http://www.winnipeg.ca/FinEXT/Financial_Statements/2008_Annual_Report.pdf
http://www.gov.mb.ca/finance/pdf/annualrep/2004_05/justice.pdf
http://www.gov.mb.ca/finance/pdf/annualrep/2008_09/justice.pdf
http://www.legalaid.mb.ca/pdf/2005_annual_report.pdf
http://www.legalaid.mb.ca/pdf/2009_annual_report.pdf
http://epe.lac-bac.gc.ca/100/201/301/public_accounts_can/2005/v3pa05-e.pdf
http://www.tpsgc-pwgsc.gc.ca/recgen/pdf/51-eng.pdf
http://www.statcan.gc.ca/pub/91-214-x/2008000/t075-eng.htm
http://www40.statcan.gc.ca/l01/cst01/econ09h-eng.htm

