Who says the Canadian Taxpayers
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Manitoba’s NDP government?
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Business Tax to Fall on Wednesday

» Good news - provincial business tax rate to fah' from 13 percent to 12 percent

e« Going forward - Manitoba needs a

NNIPEG: The Canadian Taxpayers Federation (CTF) praised the provincial government
today for reducing the business tax rate from 13 percent to 12 percent, effective

Wednesday, July 1, 2009. The reduction was announced in the 2007 budget and was
eaffirmed in the March 2009 budget.

"Reducing the business tax from 13 percent to 12 percent will help improve Manitoba's
competitiveness," said Manitoba director Colin Craig. "The reduction will allow businesses
to reinvest more of their earnings into hiring additional employees, higher wages and
expanded operations.”

Craig noted that the Doer government has made good progress in reducing business
taxes since taking office. The general business tax rate has been reduced from 17 percent

to 12 percent since 1999 while the small business tax rate has been reduced from 9
percent to 1 percent.

"The Doer government acknowledged that taxes matter when it comes to attracting

workers and businesses to Manitoba, but there is still a lot of work to do when it comes to
school taxes, payroll taxes and personal income taxes," added Craig.

Going Forward

The CTF urged the provincial government to immediately develop long term plans to:

« Reduce personal income taxes

hitns://mail.coorle.com/a/taxnaver.com/?ui=2 & 1k=8cc3 1 7f7e1 &view=nt&a=businec<®4,?  /07/2010



Canadian Taxpayers Federation Mail - Re: CTF News Release - Business Tax to Fallon... Page 2 of 2

« Eliminate the job-killing payroll tax
« Eliminate school taxes
« Control spending

e $35,000 | - "$_7p_,7000 - 'ibb-KiI!ing: I IR
. Province - | IncomeTax. | IncomeTax | . 2. | SchoolTaxes
T s e e[ Payroll Tax ] T At
cocatmee e s Rate® S| o Rate™ o [ S L
Manitoba = 12.75% 17.40% YES High
Saskatchewan 11.00% 13.00% NO High
JRcEN 10.00% 10.00% NO Moderate
Ont 6.05% 9.15% YES High
B.C. 5.06% 71.70% NO Low

*Moarginal tax rates ot each income level

According to Statistics Canada, Manitoba lost 66,261 residents to lower-taxed B.C.,
Saskatchewan and Alberta between 2001-08." added Craig. "The fact that only 41,627 of
their residents moved here tells us we need to become more competitive.”

-30--
For more information, contact:

Colin Craig, Manitoba Director
204-982-2152 {(work)
204-227-5561 (cell)
1-800-772-9955

i Marketi
This message was sent from CTF- Colin Craig to ccraig@taxpayer.com. it was sent from: . Email Marketing by

e .
Canadian Taxpayers Federation, 105 - 438 Victoria Ave E., Regina, SK S4N ON7, Canada. You "gC{)n{aCt e
can modify/update your subscription via the link below. Yo 2 i

& Manage your subscription
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New tax cuts, credits take effect today

By: Bruce Owen

1/07/2009 9:00 AM | Comments: 2 —
W;pmd to 12 per cent from 13 per cent starting today, a move that

‘garned the Doer government rare praise from the Canadian Taxpayers Federation. _

"They’re makmg some good moves, but there is still a lot of work to be done " CTF-Manitoba director
Colin Craig said Tuesday.

Craig said the pro'vince has to do more to develop a long-term planned to reduce additional taxes on
business — the payroll tax, for example—and the personal tax load on Manitobans, such as education
taxes.

"They’ve got to make taxes more competitive with other provinces," Craig said.

But the province counters that with the latest decrease, the corporation income tax rate has dropped 29
per cent overall since the NDP formed government a decade ago. The rate was to decline to 11 per cent
next year, but was postponed in the 2009 budget. At the same time, Finance Minister Greg Selinger said
in the 2009 budget the small business tax rate will drop to zero before the end of 2010, down from e1ght
per cent in 1999,

Selinger said Tuesday despite hints the global economy is improving in some areas, there i is little point
at this stage to discuss tax cuts of any kind.

"Manitoba’s economy in relative terms is still doing quite well," Selinger said. "As you know there has
been lots of positive indicators, but doing quite well still means negative growth."

Selinger also said economic forecasts predlct the recovery from the recession will take tonger than first
expected.

"I don’t think we can expect a lot of growth revenues in the future," he said, adding consumer
confidence and business investment are only expected to begin to pick up by the end of the year or early
next year.

Craig said the recession doesn’t prevent the province from develdping a long-term plan to further reduce
business taxes and cut personal income taxes.

He said Manitoba’s high income tax rates—12.75 per cent for people who earn more than $35,000 and
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- Bremier tloes took his fair share él&xilbum'uia'f
edia during the past sesslon at the legislature, -
meymm deserved as his gowmmemwmeud

‘would be particularly pleased
.with at least one of the.Doegy,

 to gtart releasing unila
" previous government'sera (which coincidentally
commenced 20 years ago Ln 1988), any
_} - greater transparency is & positive unc.
-7 Buring public hearings for the legislation last
spring, the Canadian Taxpayers Federation (CTE):
g pushed for a further reduction of the
‘[ to g close to-zero:as possible,

. . " *
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premierdldtherlgtmhingmdmkalltﬁ{! li
- manipulation out of the equation. Matk your::
calendars now, Manl’tnbanswﬂ.l behudinsm'ﬂl

E

-deserves praise for its "CentrePort” legistaton:
The leglslation responds to calls fomthe brisinese
-community for the desipmhn of alarge acea of ;
2t land around the airpert for the developraent o]
#. an inland port. Purther, the bill also created & .
& corporation called “CentrePort” which willbe led by . -
" business, government and labour representatives - -
- to help guide the planning and damlnpment o( the:, -

o Dy e Y L

zone.

Assuming the new gwemment corporat{on :
prepares a good business plan befare askingfor |
any tax dallars, it should be able to steer clear of - :.
the “boondoggle” ttle andimtenddeltvetjoba and s

3 for the provincial economy. ToLE
-~ Forthese mreelegislauve tnuladves. ! pmmler o
deserves praise. - e A .

‘Hopefully mxpayers will see wenmmlegisladori -

like this in the sessions to come. -
Colin Craig s Ih pmhdi m
of the eaudal Taxpaywrs federation, -
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Commentary - We're With You Minister Wowchuk
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Canadian

Taxpayers

We're With You Minister Wowchuk
Civedoted 4 pudia across Ylantoba"

February 19,2010 -

ing for a two-year public sector wage freeze, NDP Finance Minister Rosann Wowchuk has embarked &

Cgfa_;?giggl_lg challenging, but taxpayer-friendly mission. On this initiative taxpayers need to stand i I

When the Canadian Taxpayers Federaticn met with Minister Wowchuk in January fo present our
recommendations for the 2010 budget, introducing a two-year public sector wage freeze was one of our top
recommendations. The measure would go a long way towards helping the province address its massive deficit.
After all, government salaries make up a significant portion of total expenditures.

As government employee salarigs have been increasing by leaps and bounds over the past decade, it's
certainly justifiable to look at freezing, or even cutting pay levels to help the province balance the budget.

Doing so would recognize the pain of those who are focting the bill for the public sector salaries ~ employees in
the private sector. Over the past two years, private sector employess have seen job losses, wage cuts and
reduced shifts.

Big government unions like to talk about “solidarity,” well now it's time for them to stand united with private
sector employees and share the pinch of the economic slowdown. A mere wage freeze is the least public
sector unions could do.

It certainly wouldn't be out of the ordinary. Consider that New Brunswick’s Liberal government introduced a
two-year wage freeze last year that affects everyone from their premier down to the employee who cleans his
office.

Former Ontario NDP Premier Bob Rae introduced unpaid work days during the 1990s as did former
Progressive Conservative Premier Gary Filmon.

It's not like the public service is starving for jobs either. According to the provincial government's civil service
commission, the number of employees has ballooned from 13,752 in 2005 to 14,625 in 2008 — an increase of
873 positions.

On top of unparalleled job security enjoyed by public sector employees, many studies show that government

httne://mail. cooele com/a/taxpaver com/M11=2 & 1k=8cc31 77t Kview=nt & a=wowchnl&  27/07/7°010
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employees not only earn more in wages, they also enjoy lucrative pension plans; something which has become
non-existent in the private sector. According to Statistics Canada, as of 2008, anly 21.3 per cent of private
sector employees had workplace pension plans compared to 83.2 per cent in the public sector.

Clearly the public sector is not hurting.

Minister Wowchuk has noted that the salaries of health care staff and other government employees cost
taxpayers approximately $3.77 billion annually. Should those salaries and benefits grow by 3 per cent or more
annually for the next two years (as they inevitably would) that would boost costs by $120 million and $230
million respectively. The savings that would come from freezing salaries would certainly help the government
slay the deficit.

A decade of wild spending has finally caught up with the provincial government. They'll need to make culs in a
number of areas to slay the deficit, but when it comes to staff salaries, the Minister is on the right track. If she's
sincere in doing so, it's up to us to stand behind her.

Colin Craig
Prairie Director

‘Let's Talk Taxes' is a free commentary provided every two weeks to media outlets and opinion leaders by
the Canadian Taxpayers Federation (CTF). The CTF is Canada's leading non-partisan citizens’ advocacy
group fighting for lower taxes, less waste and accountable government. Founded in 1990, the CTF has
over 60,000 supporters and 7 offices across Canada. The CTF is funded by free-will, non tax-receiptable
contributions.

Permission is freely granted to reprint or broadcast this material with appropriate attribution to the
CTF and author.

A high-resolution, print quality photo of the author can be downloaded here.

212-428 Portage Ave, Winnipeg, MB R3C 0E2
Phone: 1-800-772-9955 Fax: (204) 982-2154

Web site: www.taxpayer.com
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Group pushes for gas tax accountability

Staff Writer

147 S/20 47 AM | Comments: 0

—

WINNIPEG The Canadian Taxpayers Federation wants you to know how much tax you're paying
when you fill up your vehicle's gas tank.

"In Manitoba, it's 31 cents on every dollar you spend at the pump. The national average is 37 cents on the
dollar.

But just across the border in North Dakota, it's less than 19 per cent of the pump price, the CTF said
today as it held its 11th annual "Gas Tax Honesty Day."

Part of the reason for Canada's high gas prices is the fact that the GST is applied on top of other taxes.
commitments while in opposition, the taxpayers federation said.

"The provmmal government tables a report each year that clearly shows it spends more on roads than it
raises in gas taxes," said CTF Manitoba director Cohn Cralg

Eliminating the federal government's 'tax-on-a-tax' approach was one of Prime Minister Harper's E

"Ottawa should table the same, md a Gas Tax Accountablhty Act for the federal government to
pass that would require 1 UO per cent of gas tax revenues to be spent on roads," he said.

city.desk@freepress.mb.ca

Find this article at:
http//www.winnipegfreepress.com/breakingnews/Group-pushes-for-gas- -tax-accountability-44983222. html

Check the box to include the list of links referenced in the article.

PR W T ST LR L TR M2 T T ST » TRy I » IR Y < DT TS T T AJTRE (PRI T P 18NS I™SOINO



o

%
-a-:'
.
e.‘,g\\- hndﬁlm“ sery ,*?

axes;

Slnce 1998 l.he Canadian Taxpayers Federation

3 "(CTF) has advocated that gas taxes be treated like a

% user fee and thus, the dollara ralsed from gas taxes

-,l should be spent on road construction and repair. if

; you suppoert that notloa, recent federal ﬂgures glve

: se for celebration.. . L 1 gt
Consider the fact :hat in: 1998 when the CTH

. - began holding “Gas Tax Hon-

esty Day,” our annual gas tax

 awareness event, the federal ~

.. government only spent 26%

of fuel tax revenue on “infra- - **

: fiTucture” projects.: PFo£2009 - .
that ﬁgure has ballooned to o

e

[

. ‘..Unformnately, gl
.. way federal expenditures - = -
e repuned, it's difficult to kmow exactly how much - -
7 progress has been made. You see, 1s a spending cat-
,ﬁegory, “Infrastructure” represents more than ju
oads; Forexample, a coupie years ago, fuel tax dol-
s-were actually spent on hocce ball courts and a
F. canoe museum which were alsomlegurizedau “infra-
structure,” Although itis difffcult fo say for certain that
#:100% of federal fuel tax dollars are being spent on
ads this year, we've comea Iongway fromwhere we

ne dﬂnslnforcenmn. t.he 150,  gas axpe
Hsignaturesthat the CTF has delivered to Quawaonth
@ played a big part in shifting federal funding, *--;
ut going forward, theve is more work to be done. - -
begin; the Harper govenunentneedstotakeapage i
outof the. Dnergovemmem s play book and pass I
GasTax Accountability Act’s.: - s
i1ix 2004; the: Doer government passed such an act
d now must publish annually both the amaunt col~ e
cted in fuel taxes and the amount spent on road
construction and repair. Looking at the last fouryeam. ;
= the Doer governuinent has averaged 122% — meaning
i thiey are spending even more on roads than they col-
lect In fuel tases, thu sue; the Doer gang dese
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"addition to. almply tepcning how fiel taxes are
 raised and spent, the Canadlan Taxpayers Feder
n's version of the “Gas Tax Accountability Act” goes-
& step further. If passed by the House of Comimons,
5 itwould require the federal government to spend at
Tleast 100% of fuel tax revenue on roads, Further the = -
% federal government's dirty little secret s thatthe GST - |
ils m:mallyappﬂed after omer gas taxes are collected. - - -
£ Tt is In fact a “tax-on-a-tax.’ To rectify this problem, -
¥ Prime Minister Harper should heed some advice he -
ave to former Prime Mlmsler Paul Ma.rﬂn th.rough a
Wnemrelease - L
.*The fastest and easiest way to give Camdlans relxef .
- at the pump is for the federal government to stop ..
+ charging GST on top ol‘gasolhwemcixe taxes. It's ime - -,
nlo axe the tax on the tax.” By reducing the GST from -
. 7% to 5% and increasing roadway spending, Prime -
F.* Minister Harper has taken us from a quarter ofa tank .’
L to half a tank. Now all we need is for him to ﬂmshthe
job by passing a Gas Tax Accountability Act. .=~ -
= Colla Cralg Is the Iadtnh dﬁm elthe (hndlal
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" ,ﬁ.,; +Who s:ysgovermnents nem'llsten" el

* The Canadian Taxpayers Federaton (CTF) recently
b djscovered that your tax doilars had been used for
i, years to give bonuses to-employees at gavernment-

.- funded child care agencies for simply showing up for
4 work, Through our whistle-blowing and government
actlon these un]usllﬂable bonuses have been discon-

tinued for 2009. After raceiv- -
ing a tp that both watches and

* ‘bonus cheques were being
‘handed out to emplayees at
“the Southeast Child and Fam-
ly Services agency; the CTR
lmresﬂgated and learned that -~ .
‘in fact, over $68,740 worth of - - v
.'bonus chequey and gifts were
handed out hctwaen 2005 and

S que had beeit distributed foryea:s as away of
{ " rucognizing overiime putinbythe agency's staff. -

*= Unfortunately, tvertiine work wasn't recorded a a.ny-
L'“‘\«rl'lere and the funds weren't based on pexfurmance
f measures Purr.her. child ¢are workers that do lhe :

_ 5" case I this instance. When the CTF miet with provin-;
" M7 cial Family Services Minister Gord Mackintosh, we ‘., )

% leamed that the Southeast agency ‘discontinued the .
w 'hnnuses for 2008. However, as a result of the CTF stir- -
* ‘ting up-this jssue, the goverhment discovered that -
f*..the Peguis Child and Family Services agencyand the
I Intertribal Child and Family Senricelagency had also ",

3

! ”bee.n haiidingot

A ¥ lear performance measuwres. s
: MImsl:erMachntosh com.mmedto slop S
the unjustiflable bonuses. Ia fact, thia is the second : N
time that Minister Mackintosh has taken sction when S Y
: the CTF brought a matter to his attention. ., “ s

) Last September, the CTE met w1th h.l.m to

H : cures. pedicures and tarot ca:d readlngs w employ- h T

i ..k ees at a government-funded child care agency. Min- . .- o

+ Ister Mackintosh acted on the matter and directed the: . =~ - =

.agency to repay the funds used inappropriately. Since __"-; P
that dme, all of the tax dollars have been repaid. ;. =

Although the government made changes in 2003 L

- gt that helped improve.the accountability of these f L
: |- agencies (which are funded by both the federal and - -
+.the provincial government), there have. been other R

f \,imta.nces of tax dollars beingwasted. .., i .. = -

- ghoolo, Few have forgotten the discovery in 2007 tha: the

1. Cree Nation Child and Family Services Caring agency

had spent $72,000 to take staif on a retreat to Nia-_ -

"gara Falls and $30,000 to buy a van [or the CEQ. More .

-} recendy, it was discovered that employees at the Ani-

.} “dhinasbe Child and Family Services agency went 1o

% Reno, Nev,, for a “professional development” con-

- ference this past April. It all adds up to a system that

. appears to need more checks and balances. Atleast

1:. these agencies know there's athers wa.td'u.ng huw they

e spend taxpayer dollars.

) T mw;umwmnmmm

i lupw Iuhuthm

apndie Teee ,w.
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Hydro ratepayers across * |

the province conld be on the
hock for $9 million if the City
of Winnipeg wins a silly law-
" sult against Manitoba Hydro.

: Although the lawmay tech-
nically be an the city’s side,
it's a bad law, and, moreaver,

City Hall should realize there

is only one taxpayer and drop
.| the matter all together.. - -
I "“Central to the city's argu-
+| ment is peovincial legislation
- | which allows the City of Win-
| nipeg to charge a tax on hydro
billg. -«
_According tothe law, the
" |.city's 2.5% electricity tax
.} should have "
| been added on™
_top of the GST,
| not just 4n top
~| of the electricity
" charges over the
past 20 years, ¥
" Sound compli
cated? Consider:-
this example.
: "Right now if
" someonein Win- @t L0
nipeg uses $100 worth of elec-
tricity, Manitoba Hydro will

‘| add the city's 2.5% tax ($2.50),.

the province’s 7% PST ($7.00)

“and tha federal government's-

5% GST ($5.00) together for

total bill of $114.50. << 7
" Clearly, each tax is applied

ice. e e
| However, the city discov:
ered the law technically says

the GST and thie cost for elec: -
-tricity use should be com- . rate

bined together before the
city’s 2.5% tax is applied.
- -Thus, the $100 in chafges
and $5 of GST would be'com-

| bined for $105 and th¢n taxed

with the city’s 2.5% tak. There-
fore the city's revenulg would
rise to $2.63 — a whopping 13
cents higher. -

*The difference between

. how the tax has been applied
and how the city says it should

-have been applied adds up

aver the years. )

According to the city, Mani-
toba Hydro (ultimately rate-
payers) owes them $9 mil-
lion. "

Its aludicrous claim, espe-.

cialiy when one thinks back to
the days of Winnipeg Hydro,

Winnipeg Hydro of course -
was the utility that used to - -

. Charging taxes -
~on tﬂp of Other'z-"-.-'flarly speaks out -
- taxes is simply _against. > o
poor public
- policy. -

against the $100 for the serv-:
AR e ,
+_has $9 million just lying .

toend

nipeg with electricity before B
the city sold it to Manitoba .
" Hydroin2002. - "~

S0 how did the city calcu-

“late this tax when it owned -
- Winnipeg Hydro? You guessed ~ -
it < they didn'tevendoit- -
* the way they say it should be .-
" charged, *5 7t v

*** Charging taxes on tdp't')f; S

“other taxes-Is simply poor .
w77 public policy, one ;-
- that the Cana-.

_against, "% T
" Infact, foryears
we have spoken.

federat govern- -
_ment applying

;other gas excise taxes every

- time you fill up at the ptumps, - -

- Instéad of discovering the ~.
;; ristake arid going after Hydro -
for the money, someone at =

*7.City Hall should have picked . =~ °
... up the phone and advised the ~
' to correct the legis- -

_ province
*lation. *

all, it's niot like Hydro.~
".around, they'll have to raise -
-electricity ratas g
payers city hall is stipe.-

Rumours are flying that the -

. province might simply change -

"‘the legislation retroactively
" and cut the city’s lawsuit off at
the knees, ST
- Abigtwo thumbs up if they
do. - -
. Onthis issue, someone in
ing out for taxpayers,
v ColinGralg Is the pra

wogsun.ietters@sunmedia.ca
_ HAVEYOUR SAY

=5 ONLINE .

winnipegsun.cont/comment

doin the anlina dicriresing

‘dian Taxpayers .-
Federation regu- -

out against the -

*"the GST on top of -

~ posed to belooking out for. - ™

government needsto be look- - -
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Doer Did It Right

* CTF Pleased Thompson's Tax Proposals Rejected & 1% Sales Tax All But Defeated

e

WINNIPEG: The Canadian Taxpayers Federation (CTF) praised the provincial government today for its refusa
introduce new alcohol, land and restaurant taxes for municipalities. '

“The Premier deserves a big pat on the back for refusing to give municipalities new taxing powers,” said CTF
Manitoba director Colin Craig “Manitobans pay enough in taxes. Creating a new tax during the current
economic slowdown would be detrimental to families and the economy.”

The CTF noted that there are plenty of initiatives that municipalities could pursue to reduce their costs and
raise revenue through legitimate means. Some examples includs:

Expenditure side:

Partner for service delivery with non-profit organizations and the private sector;
Bring salaries in line with the private sector;

Develop P3's for capital projects;

Increase usage of volunteers to reduce labour costs; and

Focus on core services (i.e. the old saying — "pipes, pavement and policing™).

Revenue side:

Sell non-core assets (i.e. golf courses, convention centres);

Sell surplus land (gain revenue from sale of the fand & annual property taxes):

Raise revenue through corporate sponsorships;

Partner with the private sector to deliver services ~ i.e. coffee shops in public libraries (see University of
Manitoba for effective partnership); and

o Convert service funding to user fees where appropriate (while not simply introducing cash grabs).

Craig also noted that on top of revenues raised through property taxes, municipalities will receive over $280
million in grants and tax sharing from the provincial government in 2008/09 alone.

‘It is encouraging to see that the notion of a new 1% municipal sales tax has all but been rejected. If
municipalities spent as much time figuring out ways to spend existing doltars more efficiently as they do asking

httns://mail.coogle.com/a/taxpaver.com/ =2 & ik=Rcc 31 7f7el &view=nt& a=doer®204d /077010
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for more dollars, we'd all be better off.”
-130-
For more information, please contact Colin Craig at 982-2152 (W) or 227-5561 (C)
This message was sent from CTF- Colin Craig to ccraig@taxpayer.com. It was sent from: L g
Canadian Taxpayers Federation, 105 - 438 Victoria Ave E., Regina, SK $4N ON7, Canada. You : gcontact
can modify/update your subscription via the link below. P S

R Manage your subscription
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¢ and economic update deserve hoth beefs and bou_

ments-often get weak.kneed and délay-or cancel
plarmed tax rellef It's called taking the easy way out.

& *  Ontarig taxpayers saw that
happen-in 2002 when Con-
servative Premler Ernie Bves
delayed previously announced
personal:and corporate

" ‘economic slow down. -

" this, finance Minister Greg

theit reductions to personal and corporate incometax

. omy.

long term-vision to ad

dependence on handauts from other provinces,

inces. Include handouts from the federal government
and Manitaba's tatal portion of revenue from other

more than any other province during that peried...-

ing rate also needs to be tackled, Between the 2007

population is a major driver of health care spending.
However, if you take health care costs out of the equa-
tion, overall spending still increased by 6 g
more than double Manitoba's infladon rate:

-|¢ here’s one frivolous example.-The throne speech

.| gram designed to teach Manitobans how to open up
7J¥ bank accounts, Do any banks or credit unions enst
lhat wouldn’t do that for free? 7~ 1%

p!an to bring our taxes in line with other provinces.

't .with that province. Saskatchewanians can now earn
E $12,945 tax-free, while Mamtubans are taxed on any
income over $8,034. -

Jt: “intce, our provincial government needs to layouta leng

B spendlng Too bad it's not what we got, LR

- t}

k rovincia] government 3 recent (hrone spee@

nnomictimes. govem- <

© 'Portunately Man to-- .

" ba’s provincial government
tiasn’t postponed previously

- announced tax relief. And for

*k¥rates are relatively minor, it is encouraging thatthey ~ -/ ¢
1 acknowledge ltW’lﬂ have a positive effect onthe econ- .-

prime exa:ﬁple is the government’s gruwingv B

“According to the 2008 budger, 21% of the provincial -
government’s revenues will come from other prov- - -

governments now sits at 36.7%. As ltwas just 28.2% =
in'1999; Manitoba's rate of dependencyhasinmued e

: [t'thlspmwnceistostandomtsoummfeer.uwul
I have to develop an aggressive debe retirement strat-
egy. Currently, $262 milllon of taxpayer dollarsare - -
wasted each year on debt servicing costs. Although -
;this figure is down since the governmant took office in
1899, at the current pace,.our debtwon't be retired for
another 50 years. The province’s unsustainable spend. -

and 2008 budgets, spending increased by 6.2%. The
government will be quick to point out that ouraging =~
Toats -

" If the government is looking for a place to start. :j' -

" anneunced a *Financial Literacy Initlative® — a pra- - .

# Pinally, the province has yet to layoﬁt 8 long tenn )

" It's no secret that Ontario, Alberta, B.C. and now -
Saskatchewan have all left Manitoba in the duse. In -
-fact, a recent increase to Saskarchewan's basle per- -
| sonal exemprion by $4,000 has expanded our tax gap-

4 Dok it n o YRR A

. liManitoba is ever going to become a“*have” prov- -

- term vision for our pravince that includes an aggres.
| sive debt repayment schedule, a plan to bring ourtax -
>rates in line with others and a strategy for reducing L

— -mmummmumm :

- income taxrehefduﬂngtha:r. Y

Selinger and Premler Doer deserve praise. ‘Although - |

:Now for the bad news. Cutn;pmuously absent,was a o

R

.
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