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1) Yes, this is a basic transparency and control measure which should have been 
introduced long ago. 
  
2) Yes, defined contribution is a much better option for the employer (the people of 
Edmonton). Costs are easier to predict and manage. However we must also do our best 
to care for and minimize risks to employees.  We would want to promote benefit security 
through mechanisms such as professional investment portfolio management, mandatory 
annuitization and employer contributions based on investment performance.  Employees 
may still end up giving up a bit of control, but these steps would help to protect their 
retirement investments for when they're needed most.  
  
3) It would be unwise to answer yes to this question with the way it's worded. When 
times are tough, some areas may need wage freezes, but others may not.  No matter 
what, taxpayers expect the city to function and deliver essential services to the level 
they need.  In addition, there may in fact be some areas that require increases in order 
to see net costs reduced, for example when it comes to lead employees assigned to 
project management, resource optimization and budgetary controls the wise and 
prudent choice may actually be to hire the best and pay them accordingly.   
  
4) The year over year property tax increases over the last term have been unreasonable 
for many Edmontonians.  However, I don't believe the CPI is the best index to use for 
the purpose you have intended.  Again, we need to be wise, prudent, honest and 
transparent with the public.  Determining property tax levels using an unclear, unreliable 
and contested measure such as the Consumer Price Index would not serve taxpayers 
well. I can't answer yes to this question.  
  
5) There are competing priorities and limited dollars with which to address them.   In 
tough times there are many other basic essentials a city should take care of before 
public art.  But a complete halt on public art altogether based on something like the 
national unemployment rate seems misguided.  Art can be beautiful, it can inspire awe, 
it can convey and communicate an understanding of ideals and values and meaning. It 
can spur creativity, and it can motivate people to think and be and do good.  This 
question is more fitting for Calgary where they have not yet introduced the public control 
and transparency measures that are in place for public art projects here in Edmonton.  
 
6) Yes. Along with optimization and efficiency measures through the use of 
technology.  I will propose the introduction of a small New Technology and Optimization 
team dedicated specifically to the task of leveraging new technologies to optimize 
municipal services and systems, helping the city to run better, cheaper.  In doing so, I 
believe we will discover many opportunities to save taxpayers money. 
 
7) Yes, and I'll disclose everything under $250 too. 
 


